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1. Review of past experiences with co-financed projects 

since 2000 

1.1 Integrated Operational Programme (IOP) of the Region of Murcia, 

2000-2006 
 

The European Union approved the overall development strategy of the Region of Murcia, 

through the Integrated Operational Programme (IOP) of the Region of Murcia for 2000-2006 

which amounted to 1.137 million euro, which then allowed public expenditure for a total 

amount of 1.711 million euro1. 

 

The three Structural Funds which financed the IOP were: 

 

� European Regional Development Fund (ERDF): 923.7 M € 

� European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF): 105.8 M € 

� European Social Fund (ESF): 107.8 M €. This Fund does not invest in environmental 

issues. 

 

DG Environment2 of the Region of Murcia executed the works related to the protection and 

regeneration of the natural environment for the enhancement of biodiversity within the EAGGF-

O (2000/2006), through Axis 3 "Environment, Natural Environment and Water Resources" 

which aimed at promoting sustainable development integrated with environmental 

considerations in all policies and activities in the region. 

 

The works were grouped into three measures: 

 

Measure 3.9 "Forestry", directed primarily at combatting erosion and desertification and 

improving the forest ecosystems as an enabling factor for the support of the soil. 

 

The most important achievements within this measure were: 

o To lower the risk of forest fires, setting up an operational and effective Network to 

monitor Forest Fires. 

o The remarkable improvements in the vegetation cover through silviculture and planting. 

o And lastly, the reduction of the risks of erosion and desertification as well as the 

improvement of the responsiveness of the ground to droughts and torrential rains. 

 

Globally, we can say that these works have led to the improvement of the forest ecosystems. 

 

Measure 3.10: "Environmental actions resulting from landscape conservation and the 

agricultural economy" with the main objective of conservation and recovery of flora and fauna, 

and the adequacy of public use in natural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

1
 Source: Direction General for European Funds and Financing. Spanish Ministry of Finance.  

2
 Until 2008, DG Environment was called "Dirección General de Medio Natural" (DG for Natural Environment). In 2008, the 

name changed to "Dirección General de Patrimonio Natural" (DG for Nature Heritage) and in July 2011, it changed to "Dirección 
General de Medio Ambiente" or DG Environment. 
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The achievements of this measure are the following:  

 

o Improvement of the “Regional Recovery Centre for Wildlife” and the set up of Biological 

Tracking Programs, which have yielded significant benefits in both quantity and quality, 

for the recovery of individual species of fauna and flora endangered or threatened and 

for the conservation of populations of protected species, particularly waterfowl and 

raptors. 

o Actions taken for the conservation of natural resources of protected areas and the 

management of priority habitats of Community interest in areas of the Natura 2000 

network, which have contributed to the development of rural areas by improving their 

natural ecosystems and the management of the protected areas. 

o Projects related to the construction, adaptation and improvement of facilities and 

infrastructure for public use in Natural Protected Areas (ENP), as well as information 

and communication activities in Natural Areas that have been important in promoting a 

"sustainable" public use and environmental education and have ensured that local 

people and visitors enjoy the natural environment in better and safer conditions that are 

consistent with the conservation and protection of natural values. 

 

Measure 9.3: "Technical Assistance EAGGF-O" to ensure proper management of the IOP 

measures, so that they were executed with adequate levels of efficiency and effectiveness. 

 

The economic distribution of these measures was as follows during the reporting period: 

 

Execution of the O.P. EAGGF 2000-2006 (Eligible Expenditure) in Murcia 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1.2 ERDF Operational Programme 2000-2006 
 

DG Environment4 of the Region of Murcia has executed ERDF funds during this period through 

Measure 3.6 "Protection and regeneration of natural environment" to carry out actions aimed at 

improving the capacity of information management to support the work of protection and 

regeneration of the natural environment and the work of diffusion, dissemination and citizen 

access to environmental information. 

 

The main achievements are the following: 

• Actions undertaken with regard to the acquisition of data and information and its 

integration in the computer systems has significantly increased the amount of 

environmental information available and its integration into a corporate GIS 

(Geographical Information System) which has contributed to the improvement of the 

                                                           
3
 For Central Government, we refer to "Administración General del Estado". 

4
 Until 2008, DG Environment was called "Dirección General de Medio Natural" (DG for Natural Environment). In 2008, the 

name changed to "Dirección General de Patrimonio Natural" (DG for Nature Heritage) and in July 2011, it changed to "Dirección 
General de Medio Ambiente" or DG Environment. 

 
REGION OF 

MURCIA 

CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT3 
TOTAL 

MEASURE 3.9 7.169.375 15.618.502 22.787.877 

MEASURE  3.10 21.509.057 8.969.446 30.478.503 

MEASURE 9.3 488.452  488.452 

TOTAL € 29.166.884 24.587.948 53.754.832 
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work related to planning and environmental management in the face of natural resource 

assessment and to obtain indicators on their state. 

• The publication of periodicals, technical and diverse and informative interactive material 

in order to promote environmental education of citizens and enhanced awareness 

campaigns on the state of the environment to promote the access of environmental 

information to citizens. 

 

The financial performance of this measure during this period, considering that it had no 

involvement from the central government, was: 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 ERDF  Operational Programme 2007-2013 
 

The regional ERDF OP 2007-2013 co-financed actions to be performed by the regional and 

central administration in the Region of Murcia with the main goal to ensure better conservation 

and protection of natural resources, a better hydro balance system and the prevention of risks. 

 

ERDF aid for the Region of Murcia on Axis 3 "Environment, Natural Surroundings, Water 

Resources and Risk Prevention" for the entire period amounted to € 111,087,8475. 

 

DG Environment participates in the OP ERDF 2007-2013 through Axis 3, with two priority issues 

that are developing a number of actions aimed at protecting and improving the environment and 

natural resources, mainly in Natura 2000 areas. 

 

Priority issue 51: "Promotion of the protection of biodiversity and nature", whose aims 

include amongst others: 

 

o The conservation of natural protected areas included in the Natura 2000 network. 

o The maintenance of biodiversity through the protection and restoration of flora and 

fauna. 

o Conservation and habitat improvement. 

o Environmental awareness actions, with the aim of halting biodiversity loss. 

 

To achieve these objectives, DG Environment is executing projects on: 

 

o Biological follow-up and implementation of plans and actions for the conservation of 

SPAs. 

o Actions for the conservation and recovery of the protected flora and fauna, among which 

there is also information and communication activities on the natural values in those 

protected natural areas. 

o Plans and actions to conserve and improve areas where habitat represents a priority 

concern in the Habitats Directive (Directive 43/92). 

 

Priority  Action  55:  Protection and improvement of the environment through the 

promotion of the natural environment, based on  the  knowledge of its value and  the  

harmonization of the rights to its recreational use together with the preservation of its values. 

                                                           
5
 Source: OP ERDF of the Region of Murcia 2007-2013, DG for Finance and Planning of the Murcia Regional Ministry for 

Economy and Finance. 

 
REGION OF 

MURCIA 

MEASURE 3.6 984.120 
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To achieve this, DG Environment is working on:  

o The adaptation and improvement of facilities and infrastructure for the public use in 

natural areas (Visitor Centres, Info-Points, Recreational Areas, Lookouts, Shelters). 

o Signs and information displays. 

o Construction and improvement of the Natural Environmental Classrooms, including 

those located in the Natura 2000 network. 

 

The financial performance of this measure during this period, considering that it had no 

involvement from the central government, was: 

 

The economic distribution of these priorities was as follows during the reporting period: 

 

OP Region of Murcia ERDF 2007-2013 Foreseen Investment (Eligible Expenditure)* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* This table includes the foreseen investment amounts for the period 2007-2013. The forecast is subject to change 

based on the current regional and national economic situation. 

 

1.4 Rural Development Program 2007 - 2013 

 
The Rural Development Program (PDR) co-financed by the EARDF fund complements the ERDF 

fund through actions dedicated to the development of irrigation infrastructure, maintenance of 

protected natural areas, development of more sustainable farming and support for economic 

diversification and revitalization of the rural areas. The allocation of the EAFRD in the region 

through its Axis 2 "Improving the environment and the natural environment" for the entire 

period is € 69.884.510, which corresponds to an estimated public spending of € 129.708.155, 

according to the European Commission Decision C(2012) 2065 final of  27/03/2012 by which 

the PDR of the Region of Murcia is modified. 

 

DG Environment participates in the implementation of the Rural Development Programme 

through two measures within Axis 2: 

 

� Measure 226: "Measures for mitigation of the desertification and the prevention of 

fires", whose actions are specified as: 

  - Conditioning and improving the fire prevention infrastructure (forest roads, 

  water points, guard posts, forest defense centers...). 

  - Preventive forestry practices (auxiliary belts, firewalls...). 

  - Restoration of areas affected by forest fires or other natural disasters. 

  - Application of remote sensing, communications and other technologies for 

  the prevention, evaluation and monitoring of the damage. 

  - Acquisition of means for prevention of forest fires. 

 

The objectives of these actions are to contribute to the preservation and improvement of forests 

to reduce the risk of deterioration of their natural resources, restoration of burnt areas to 

 REGION OF 

MURCIA 

CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT 

TOTAL 

PRIORITY ISSUE 51 17.165.880 36.538.112 53.703.992 

PRIORITY ISSUE  55 6.977.399 - 6.977.399 

TOTAL 24.143.279 36.538.112 60.681.391 
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prevent their permanent loss and an increase in erosion and desertification, and finally, to 

manage the prevention against forest fires. 

 

� Measure 227: "Support for productive investments in Natura 2000". With the 

following actions: 

 

  - Prevention of forest pests and screening programs. 

  - Restoration of degraded areas consisting of carrying out forestation in areas 

  within the Natura 2000 network. 

  - Silvicultural treatments in Natura 2000 network areas to enhance biodiversity. 

 

Through these actions, the Region of Murcia seeks to promote the conservation and 

maintenance of forest land located in Natura 2000 areas and the conservation of their 

biodiversity particularly the protection of endangered or threatened plant species. 

 

As noted, both the EARDF and the ERDF co-finance actions in Natura 2000 areas, but the nature 

of the actions undertaken and financed by each fund are different.  

 

Below are the amounts included in the Region of Murcia Regional Development Plan (RDP) 

2007-2013 for investments in measures 226 and 227: 

 

Public investment foreseen in the RDP EAFRD 2007-2013 of the Region of Murcia: 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 Other programs: European Territorial Cooperation, the European 

Economic Area and LIFE+ 
 

Since 2000 and even before through other previous programs, the Region of Murcia has been 

involved in environmental projects related to territorial cooperation programs co-financed with 

ERDF funds. These projects have been developed in collaboration with other European regions 

and have been a mutual enrichment of knowledge through the exchange of experiences and 

improved environmental management and governance. Some of these projects are included in 

the following table: 

 

PROJECT FULL NAME YEAR 
ELEGIBLE 

COST 

DESERTNET 
Monitoring and actions to combat desertification in the 

European Mediterranean region 

01/12/2002 – 

31/10/2004 
110.000 € 

DESERTNET2 

Creating a Services Platform for combating drought and 

desertification in the regions of the European Mediterranean 

basin 

1/10/2005 – 

30/06/2008 
106.660 € 

ENPLAN Environmental assessment of plans and programs 
01/07/2002 – 

31/10/2004 
162.019 € 

MEDWET/ 

Regions 
Action program in the wetlands of the Mediterranean regions 

01/03/2003 -

31/10/2004 
184.345 € 

 REGION OF 

MURCIA 

CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT 

EUROPEAN 

UNION 

TOTAL 

MEASURE 226 2.913.481 1.869.892 6.725.654 11.509.026 

MEASURE 227 1.156.603 665.723 3.054.500 4.876.826 

TOTAL 4.070.084 2.535.615 9.780.154 16.385.852 
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FOREMED 
Network organization and cooperative actions on 

Mediterranean forest 

01/07/2003 -

30/09/2005 
228.296 € 

RECOFORME Network cooperation in the Mediterranean forest 
01/05/2004 -

30/06/2006 
259.041 € 

GENMEDOC Conservation Network of Mediterranean flora genetic material 
01/06/2004 -

30/06/2006 
171.671 € 

RED DE PARQUES Network of parks 
1/1/2005 -

30/06/2008 
126.185€ 

ROBIN WOOD 
Revitalizing rural areas through sustainable development 

through integrated forest management 

1/9/2004 -

30/03/2008 
1.417.896 € 

TECNOMED 

Networking and cooperation activities through the 

implementation of new technologies in the Mediterranean 

forest 

 

1/07/2005 -

30/06/2007 
162.308 € 

SEMCLIMED 
Impact of climate change on the Mediterranean flora and 

conservation actions 

01/09/2006 – 

30/04/2008 
80.000 € 

QUALIGOUV 

Improving governance and quality in forest management in 

protected Mediterranean areas 

 

15/05/2009 – 

14/05/2012 
372.565 € 

BOSQUE MODELO 

Coordination of regional forest policies through a new 

instrument for territorial governance: Model Forest 

 

01/03/2009 – 

28/03/2012 
132.000 € 

 

In addition, through the Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area, the Region of 

Murcia has executed a large rehabilitation project in the northwest of the region which was 

affected by a major fire in 1994. Between 2008 and 2011, there has been around 4,931,000 euro 

invested in pursuing the recovery of the affected area and preventing future fires: arrangements 

of forest roads, hydrological corrections to prevent water erosion, silvicultural in affected areas, 

construction of a helicopter landing area etc.. 

 

Moreover, the Murcia Region has been participating in the various calls for projects co-financed 

by LIFE and LIFE + funds in the period 2000-2006, as well as in the current 2007-2013. 

Specifically, during these periods, DG Environment has participated in the following projects: 

 

PROJECT YEAR BUDGET FINANCING 

"Conservación de Hieraaetus fasciatus -Almenara- 

Murcia" LIFE02NAT/E/8602 
01/07/2002 – 

30/06/2006 
1.113.232,00 

75% LIFE Funds 

25% Partners 
"Conservación de Larus audouinii 

en España -Isla Grosa- Murcia" 

LIFE03NAT/E/000061 

01/01/2004 – 

31/12/2007 
942.824,00 

75% LIFE Funds 

25% Partners 

"Gestión Integral de hábitats 

Comarca del Noroeste. Murcia" 

LIFE03NAT/E/000059 

01/01/2004 – 

31/12/2007 
2.630.899,00 

75% LIFE Funds 

25% Partners 

"Conservación de stocks genético 

de Aphanius Iberus -Fartet- Murcia" 

LIFE04NAT/ES/000035 

01/01/2005 – 

31/12/2008 
1.148.668,00 

50% LIFE Funds 

50% Partners 

"Corrección de Tendidos Eléctricos Peligrosos en 

ZEPA de la Región de Murcia" 

LIFE06/NAT/E/000214 

01/01/07- 

31/12/2010 
1.826.559,00 

50% LIFE Funds 

50% Partners 

"Conservación de Tursiops,  Phocoena y Caretta en 

Murcia y Andalucia" 

LIFE/02/NAT/E/008610 

01/07/2002 – 

30/06/2006 
240.404,00 

64,9% LIFE Funds 

35,1% Partners 

“Conservación de Oxyura leucocephala en la Región 

de Murcia” 

LIFE09 NAT/ES/000516 

01/10/2010 – 

01/09/2014 
1.342.103 

75% LIFE Funds 

25% Partners 
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2. Needs in the Region for investments in biodiversity 

The Region of Murcia has made great efforts on planning program policies and activities through 

the Regional Strategic Development Plan (2000-2006), the Strategic Plan of the Region of Murcia 

2007-2013 and the Regional Strategy for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity of 

2003. 

 

However, except in certain cases, biodiversity has not been fully incorporated in the various 

regional programs and policies. The actions for the protection and conservation of the regional 

biodiversity have been conducted mainly from the Regional Environmental Authority through 

direct action and, indirectly, through their participation basically in procedures such as the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of plans and projects. 

 

In line with the "EU Strategy on Biodiversity 2020, COM (2011) 244 final" and in order to reach 

further progress in the next programming period, it is necessary to overcome many gaps and 

identify the needs from the past. In general, we should: 

 

⇒ encourage cooperation between all parties and stakeholders, involving more private 

agents, whether forest owners, social and economic agents, the scientific community and 

civil society in general, in the protection and conservation of biodiversity, in order to 

achieve shared objectives. The private owners of high value environmental areas 

especially should be informed, motivated, compensated and their participation in 

various consultative and decision-making processes should be promoted as a powerful 

additional tool to increase awareness of biodiversity in society. 

 

⇒ adapt and improve the management and planning in Natura 2000 network areas, 

especially by promoting, approving and executing Comprehensive Management Plans of 

Protected Natural Areas. We also must improve the mechanisms to ensure compliance 

with current regulations, especially the EU directives on Nature Protection. 

 

⇒ promote forums and discussion groups that allow a serious debate on environmental 

policies and actions to follow. 

 

⇒ increase the contribution of agriculture and forest management to conserve biodiversity. 

This could be done firstly through a greater orientation towards the common 

agricultural policy measures that integrate biodiversity objectives and secondly by the 

inclusion of measures in the Forest Management Plan to improve biodiversity. 

 

⇒ increase financial funds allocated to these policies, whilst also improving efficiency in its 

use and distribution through a rationalization of available resources so that the benefits 

can be maximized. 

 

All this requires that for the next programming period we carry out better planning, set up aims 

and goals, and broad actions to be used in the development and implementation of action plans 

and measures. It is essential to improve the mechanisms for collecting information and 

monitoring data as a key tool to always make timely decisions. Subsequently, there should be 

promotion of the creation of working groups related to areas which could be involved, 

promoting public participation, involving citizens even more in the decision making process and 

integrating biodiversity conservation in municipal politics. 
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With respect to the investment needs, according to their framework, we have identified the 

following: 

 

� In the context of rural development: 

 

• Biomass: As part of the growing importance of renewable energies, it is essential to 

develop a clear, transparent and decisive regional policy relating to Biomass. The 

investment support on this matter has very important synergistic effects as it has more 

than a positive influence on other environmental aspects such as fire prevention, use of 

clean energy as of combating climate change, improving the health of forests, the social 

benefit from improved income of forest owners with a consequential benefit to the rural 

economy, etc. 

• Forest Management: the Region of Murcia, an area severely affected by the effects of 

erosion and high aridity derived primarily from a limited and irregular water regime, is 

subject to significant erosion as well as a high risk of fire. If no action is taken for 

protection and prevention against these phenomena there will be an increase in the loss 

of vegetation. It is therefore necessary to recover  forest cover and to introduce 

preventive actions to maintain the environmental and economic role of our forests such 

as planning and implementation of forestry projects in burnt areas, silvicultural 

treatments, improved forest defence centers, communications and other technologies for 

prevention, evaluation and monitoring of damage, forest pest prevention and detection 

programs and infrastructure. These actions would be of great interest for this type of 

forest Mediterranean ecosystems. 

• Fire: Despite all the actions undertaken in prior periods and the resources used, 

reducing the risk of forest fires through better provision of terrestrial and preventive 

actions should be considered a priority line action, especially in regions, such as Murcia 

which has a high risk of fire outbreaks. 

• Traditional crops: actions aimed at improving the compatibility of farming with the 

conservation of the environment and the extensive production of rain-fed arable crops, 

environmental integration of vineyard cultivation, or conservation of plant varieties in 

danger of extinction that have as objectives the protection of the soil from erosion, 

improvement of water retention, provision of food resources for wildlife conservation, 

increasing soil organic matter, creation and maintainance of ecological corridors for 

wildlife, conservation of biological diversity, enrichment and increasing of the landscape 

values and visual aesthetic, avoidance of genetic erosion of certain crops, preservation of 

the customs and traditions and preservation and maintenance of agricultural plant 

genetic resources. 

• Landscape: The rural heritage is a resource of growing importance for the development 

and enhancement of existing resources in the territories, in this way, the environmental 

and cultural heritage has traditionally been a key resource in any comprehensive 

program of rural development. Its value generates an added value in other 

complementary activities by diversifying the income of the rural population. For this 

actions are necessary to maintain the countryside and rural economy in order to 

conserve biodiversity, increasingly enrich the landscape and visual aesthetic values so as 

to give meaning to rural tourism routes and avoid fragmentation of the areas with high 

ecological values for the infrastructure and economic activities. 

• Invasive species: Invasive alien species pose a clear threat to biodiversity in the 

European Union and it is anticipated that this threat will intensify in the future unless 

strong measures are taken. It is important to create a special law on alien invasive 

species to fill the gaps in the policy against them in order to identify and rank them in 

order of priority, not later than 2020.  

• Other performances: the new programming period should introduce mechanisms to 

compensate for the damage caused by wildlife to agriculture and forestry. 
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� In the context of social development: 

 

• Specific Training: Although the current economic climate is not good due to the scarcity 

of financial resources, an increased investment in the area of training in general and 

specifically training in biodiversity could be a fundamental tool to advance research, 

development and innovation (R&D+I). These developments would result in the 

emergence of new skills, business opportunities and generating employment. 

• Green Jobs: As noted in the previous section, employment derived from new business 

opportunities arising from the investment, research and innovation in conservation of 

biodiversity, is a positive aspect of biodiversity investments, especially considering the 

serious situation facing the labour market in the region of Murcia in Spain. The 

investment should promote employment generating activities oriented towards cleaner 

energy, green infrastructure and the adaptation of traditional economic activities to new 

lines of business compatible with the conservation of biodiversity (eg adaptation of 

traditional farming alternatives such as ecotourism,  etc.). 

 

� In the context of regional development: 

 

• Actions to improve the habitats: Projects aiming for the improvement of natural 

ecosystems and the implementation of the management plans of protected natural areas. 

This could be through biological monitoring and specific actions for the conservation and 

recovery of wildlife in protected areas, projects for micro-reservoirs of plant or plant 

species of natural interest, projects in Areas of Concern for Birds (IBAs) in Special 

Protection Areas for Birds (SPAs) or Protected Areas for Wildlife (APF).  

• Public use: adaptation and improvement of infrastructure facilities for public use in 

Natural Areas such as visitor centres, points of information, recreational areas, lookouts, 

shelters, actions and monitoring and control signals in ENPS;  

• Information, promotion and environmental awareness: provision of environmental 

information and communication whether in the ENP through visitor centres, information 

points, posters and informational signs. Environmental awareness actions and 

environmental activities (field work, environmental volunteers, guided tours) and 

campaigns, in the natural environment, with the aim of promoting it's protection and 

improvement by appreciating its values and harmonizing the right to its recreational use 

with its preservation. 
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3. Challenges and opportunities for the next 

programming period  

The Region of Murcia Region is currently in a weak economic position and faces great challenges 

and opportunities in the coming years. Due to the drastically reduced budget for these years, the 

administration is reducing its involvement in all fields, including environmental protection in 

which the actions are being prioritized. 

 

To analyze the challenges and opportunities, we have performed a SWOT analysis of the Region 

of Murcia from an environmental point of view: 

 

Weaknesses Threats 

High and growing pressure on natural resources, 

problems related to waste management, water 

pollution and the overexploitation of aquifers 

Decline of the European Funds needed for 

investment in improving infrastructure, with an 

impact on improving the environment 

Difficulty in finding the balance between the 

different land uses 

Loss of interest in the protection of biodiversity as 

a result of the crisis and the need for greater 

attention to employment and growth 

Large uncertainty surrounding the regional, 

national and European economic situation, which 

acts as an obstacle to draw strategic decisions and 

planning 

Difficulties in the implementation of co-financed 

actions due to the continuous budget cuts 

 

The long period needed to produce real effects on 

the environment by many of the actions, can cause a 

lack of sensitization and slow decision-making 

 

Insufficient human resources at the Public 

Administration due to budget reductions 

Risk of soil erosion and increased aridity and 

desertification / desertification 

Environmental impacts of the implementation of 

activities in a disorganized way 

Budget cuts resulting from the fiscal consolidation 

policy imposed by the commitments towards 

meeting the deficit target by 2013 

Difficulties of the municipalities in the 

implementation of the environmental legislation 

Lack of a positive attitude of the citizens towards 

the environmental problems 

Lower environmental awareness by the regional 

population due to the economic context 

  Loss of the scattered habitat  

 High risk of erosion 

 Delayed action on degraded areas accelerates its 

deterioration 

 High risk of forest fires 

 Increase of the water resource needs 

 Further deterioration of the ecosystems due to 

climate change 

 Increase of mass beach tourism 

 High threat of invasive species 

 

 

Strengths Opportunities 

Favourable combination of natural conditions for 

the development of the agri-food sector, quality 

tourism and renewable energy 

Commitment to sustainable tourism after the 

opening of the new airport of the Region of Murcia 

and a greater number of tourists 

Existence of wide open spaces with high potential 

for residential tourism development 

Commitment to green infrastructure as a vehicle 

for job growth 

Increasing degree of modernity and continuous 

development of technical and management 

innovations, especially in the area of intensive 

agriculture and within the food industry 

Sustainable use of the rich natural heritage, 

especially in aspects related to renewable energy 

(biomass, solar, wind ...) 
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Rich environmental and landscape heritage of high 

ecological value 

 

Support programs for reforestation and 

restoration of degraded areas 

Mild Mediterranean climate as a potential resource 

for sustainable tourism and ecological agriculture 

Job creation linked to environmental conservation, 

green jobs 

High involvement and commitment from the 

environmental NGOs, environmental business 

association, forest owners associations etc 

Approval and improvement of the management 

plans of the Environmental Protected Areas (ENP) 

 Great possibilities and potential of the landscape 

resources 

 

 Development of a urban planning based on 

sustainability criteria 

 Creation of forums for debate and citizen 

participation 

 Development of Regional Strategic Plans that 

include the environmental needs 

 

 

Conclusions: 

 

Despite the wealth of opportunities and strengths that we have identified at regional level, there 

are many weaknesses and threats, especially related to the current situation and future 

developments in the economic environment that could jeopardize the implementation of the 

necessary initiatives to achieve the recommended goals for the protection of biodiversity, as the 

uncertainty associated with today's negative context affects the decision making process 

associated with these objectives.  
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4. Key recommendations and biodiversity priorities for 

the Region of Murcia 

The Region of Murcia and its Direction General for Environment have implemented European 

funds for many years, especially ERDF and EAFRD funds. From the environmental point of view 

and based on our experience, we believe it is important to give a new approach to the 

implementation of the future actions to be undertaken with these funds in order to maximize 

their effectiveness and efficiency, and achieve positive and tangible results from an 

environmental point of view. 

 

Thus, our recommendations are the following: 

 

1. Increase the funding for biodiversity protection. These funds should be directed primarily at 

actions in the Natura 2000 network and the protection of species. We should seek closer 

coordination between the funds and the impact of their actions, considering biodiversity as a 

priority issue for these funds. Similarly, the regions should be encouraged to fully implement all 

of the funds provided for the protection of biodiversity, by some mechanism of "reward" that 

would provide more funds to those regions that comply. 

 

2. Reducing the administrative burden on beneficiaries and for the management authority of the 

funds. That burden is a serious obstacle to the implementation of the funds, therefore we believe 

a simplification of procedures, the establishment of more coherent enforcement mechanisms 

and harmonized rules of eligibility are much needed. 

 

3. Greater integration of environmental considerations in the various sectoral policies of the 

Region of Murcia, especially in the integration of biodiversity.  

 

4. Making the most of funding opportunities and compensation for the territories included in the 

Natura 2000 Network in the Region of Murcia. Promote policies and "innovative" mechanisms to 

promote a balanced development and further support of these protected areas. 

 

5. Greater involvement and debate with civil society, including trade unions, business 

associations, environmental associations and other local and regional entities or institutions, to 

define policies and priorities and to analyse the results of the funds executed. 

 

6. Implementation of policies seeking to bring environmental awareness to the public and to 

reinforce our environmental values, improving their understanding of the environmental 

problems. Such policies should be complemented with activities aimed at a young audience as 

well to as an adult audience to promote environmental protection in the daily lives of citizens 

and society. 

 

7. Implementation of mechanisms for the monitoring of the activities funded in order to give 

greater attention to the results from an environmental point of view. Clear performance and 

effect indicators should be set up in order to achieve greater efficiency in the use of funds and to 

avoid the allocation of funds to actions that harm the environment. 

 

Biodiversity provides a range of goods, services and functions of great tangible and intangible 

value to citizens and society as a whole, so its protection and conservation becomes essential to 

ensure sustainable development in the medium and long term. 
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The European funds allocated for this purpose by the Region of Murcia serve to stimulate the 

supply of quality goods and services related to the environment, which in turn will have a direct 

impact through a positive leverage on greater economic and social development of the region. 

 


